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PROPOSED 
CITY OF PEMBERTON 

July 12, 2021 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Regular Council Meeting was called to Order and Roll Call was taken by Mayor Mortensen          
at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room at the Main Street Plaza, 141 4th Street, Pemberton, 
Minnesota and by Electric Means (Zoom).  Council Members Present: Barb Root, Keith Brashear, 
Jay Gasner, and Kelly Levos Council Members Absent: None Staff Present: Darla Ward and Tim 
Ross Staff Absent: Brian Severns Others Present in person: Tonya Brashear, Clarice Anderson, 
Candi Baer, Sheila Christensen, Gerald Hofman, Doug Root, Jim Baer, Denise Peterson, Jessica 
Lutgens, Deputy Jase Guetter 

Call to Order 

Roll Call 

Regular Meeting Minutes & Special Meeting Minutes from June 22, 2021 & July 7, 2021 were 
approved. Council Member Gasner made the motion with corrections, seconded by Council 
Member Levos, carried with all favor.   

Fire Department 

Two calls for June. 

Water/Sewer/Public Works 

Tim Ross reported on the following: 

Rain gauge was hung by the generator. 

Adams Mechanical checked the furnace for the kitchen and the ductwork is leaking 
condensation, so he is going to try to put a seal around it. 

Dakota Supply Group will be helping to fix the fire hydrant on Tuesday. They will only charge for 
parts.   

Indicators were installed at 412 & 417 Hoffman Circle. 

Interstate was here on Wednesday for training on the generator. 
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Light at park stays on all the time. Tim Ross will contact Rick Ruch. 

Korey VanErdewyk – Called city hall requesting black dirt to be filled in by the new curb stop at 
his house and the neighbors. Mayor Mortensen stated that Tim and him would work on getting 
it taken care of. 

Olympic Fire was here for their annual checkup.   

Working on getting pricing on painting the water tower. Maguire Iron stated they could do it 
for $45,000 payment for 2 years. 

City Clerk/Treasurer 

Bills to be Paid 
Adams Mechanical – $150 condensation on ductwork still is not fixed.   Council Member 
Gasner made the motion to approve but that it is under the understanding it needs to be fixed. 
Seconded by Council Member Root, carried with all in favor. 
 
Hofman Service - $383.56 Lawnmower tire repair, oil & filter change, starter, tow, 2 service 
calls at pond, tire disposal and finance charge. Gerald Hofman stated that the finance charge 
was added in error.  Mr. Hofman stated to take it off the finance charge. Council Member Levos 
made the motion, seconded by Council Member Root, carried with all in favor.                         
 
Clerk Mileage - $174.16 Council Member Gasner made the motion, seconded by Council 
Member Brashear, carried with all in favor. 
 
Public Works Mileage - $71.68 Council Member Root made the motion, seconded by Council 
Member Gasner, carried with all in favor. 
 
Code Red System – It is strongly encouraged that all citizens sign up for Code Red system 
through Blue Earth County. Emergency notifications will be sent out this way.  Information on 
signing up was in put in the newsletter. 
 
Secure City Hall - Mobile Glass to replace glass only $325, South Central Glass $428 plus 
framework Rollins Construction $450.  Tabled until get estimate from Waseca Glass. 
 
Crystal Valley booked at $1.55 for 8,500 gallons as per Mayor Mortensen. 
 
Using Zoom for Council Meetings was discontinued after July 12, 2021. 
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Updated Employee Benefits – City will not recognize Juneteeth as a Holiday. Bereavement Pay 
will only be for one business day and employee will have to use PTO first. If no PTO is left for 
said employee City will pay only for one day off. Council Member Brashear made the motion to 
accept the updated Employee Benefits, seconded by Council Member Root, carried with all in 
favor. 
 
Council Member Gasner made the motion to purchase a cell phone, case and screen protector 
in the amount of $250 or less that will be city owned for Clerk Ward, seconded by Council 
Member Levos, carried with all in favor. 
 
Clerk Ward informed council that they cannot prorate Tim Ross QSEHRA Account for $5,050 as 
by law he will be allowed full amount for this year.  
 
Catalytic Convertor was stolen off the city truck.  It was recovered and persons responsible 
have been caught and are being charged. We did need to replace the O2 sensor. 
 
Received denial email from Midco about putting antennas on our water tower. There is no 
railing on our water tower so it would be unsafe to try to attach their equipment to our water 
tower. 
 
204 1st Avenue will present paperwork to the Planning & Zoning for the August Council 
Meeting. 
 
Doors – Still working on the timing of the doors to get fixed. 
 
Stray Dogs – Citizens are asked to help make sure stray dogs get back to their owner. If there is 
a Pemberton Dog Tag on the animal call City Hall. If no identification, please follow this 
process: 
Citizens finds a stray dog and calls dispatch because they feel compelled to take it in. 
Dispatch transfers the caller to a deputy to verify the location where the dog was found and to 
authorize its impoundment. 
The deputy informs the citizen that Blue Earth County Sheriff’s do not transport dogs, but they 
can take the dog to All Pets during regular business hours. 
The deputy calls All Pets to inform them that the dog will be brought in and by whom. 
All Pets will receive dog and work to reunite it with its owner at the owner’s expense. 
If dog is not claimed, All Pets will bill the municipality where the dog was found for its leading 
to adoption or euthanasia. – Captain Paul Barta 
 
Workmen’s Comp Renewal is coming up August 1, 2021 



 

CITY OF PEMBERTON                                  141  4th STREET                                                            4 | P a g e  
 

 
Amanda from Department of Health will be here on August 9 to explain the next steps of the 
Well-head program. There will be a Public Informational Meeting on August 9, 2021.  
 
Council Member Gasner had heard we would be getting Transpiration funds of $13,587. 
 
Receipts and Disbursements – Council Member Levos made the motion to accept, seconded by 
Council Member Brashear, carried with all in favor. 
 
Old Business - 
Outdoor Storage Trailers - Businesses denied access to Council Members to measure distance 
from trailers to residential properties. Tabled until Workshop Meeting Wednesday, August 4, 
2021 at 7 pm. 

200 Main Street - 

Due to conflict of interest the Mayor Mortensen stepped out of the room so that council could 
be transparent with its decision regarding collecting legal fees of $2,800 on 200 Main Street.  
Acting Mayor Brashear took over the meeting at 8:15 pm.  There was discussion. Motion was 
made by Council Member Gasner due to the small amount of money the city could receive the 
attorney’s fees would be more than the amount collected so, Council Member Gasner moved 
to not collect on legal fees for 200 Main Street. Seconded by Council Member Root, carried 
with all in favor.  Mayor Mortensen returned the meeting at 8:20 pm at which time he took 
back over the meeting. 

Public Forum 

Tonya Brashear requested $600 for expenses with National Night Out.  Council Member Levos 
made the motion to use the 10% Gambling Fee funds, seconded by Council Member Root, 
carried with all in favor. 

Jim Baer presented to the Council a picture of the water tower showing how low the water was 
in the tower.  Mr. Baer stated that tower is pretty empty, and if there was a fire with that little 
amount of water in the tower the city would be out of water very quickly. Tim Ross stated he 
would be talk to Brian Severns about it.   
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New Business- 

Discussion about purchasing a snowplow for the city.  Council will look at snowplow contract at 
the August Council Meeting. 
 
Council Member Root stated it is important that the council has access to keys to all the rooms 
of the building, combination to the safe and all the passwords to the computer. Clerk Ward 
stated due to data privacy the clerk’s office cannot be open to all. Council Member Gasner 
stated we need to have an Emergency Preparedness Plan. 
 
Council Member Gasner said “We want to have a discussion but we need to close the meeting, 
to have this discussion”. Clerk Ward said “What is the reason for closing the meeting, you have 
to say.” Council Member Gasner said “The reason for is to have some discussion about a 
couple other things that has come to our attention that are in the disciplinary in nature.”  Clerk 
Ward said “But it is up to the city employees whether they want it to be an open meeting or a 
closed meeting.” Council Member Gasner said “That is correct, but not when we are going to 
be discussing like pertinent information like passwords and that kind of stuff that is why we 
want it to be closed. I can’t have the general public having discussions, for security reasons.” 
Clerk Ward was not given notice of closed meeting and was not given the option to have the 
meeting open with representation. 
 
Mayor Mortensen said “Minnesota State Statutes 13D.05 Subdivision 3 and 13D.01 Subdivision 
3 consider strategies for labor negotiations; meetings to evaluate the performance of 
individual subject to the public bodies authority.” Council Member Gasner said “That was the 
statute that permitted closer.” Council Member Gasner stated “Then when we reopen the 
meeting, we have to state the reason why”. 
 
 Meeting closed at 8:40 pm. 
 
Mayor Mortensen reopened the meeting at 9:20 pm. Mayor Mortensen said “We are going to 
meet with the building inspector; go over the building permits (the charges); and see if we can 
figure out how much has been over paid.” “And also, we are going to get Burkhardt in to go 
back on the payroll and check on the overtime issue from 2018 to present.”  Council Member 
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Gasner said “Also part of that Darla is going to look; we got to figure out some type of 
emergency backup plan for the access to computer system and website.” 

 
Council Member Brashear gave motion to adjourn the meeting, 

seconded by Council Member Levos.                              
All ayes by roll call and meeting adjourned at 9:32 pm. 

These minutes are proposed only; Final approval will be at the 

Regular City Council Meeting on August 9, 2021. 
Approved By: 

______________________________  ______________________________ 

Mayor, Perry Mortensen Darla Ward, City Clerk-Treasurer 
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