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PROPOSED 
CITY OF PEMBERTON 

June 22, 2021  
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Regular Council Meeting was Called to Order and Roll Call was taken by Mayor Mortensen          
at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room at the Main Street Plaza, 141 4th Street, Pemberton, 
Minnesota and by Electric Means (Zoom).  Council Members Present: Barb Root and Keith 
Brashear, Kelly Levos and Jay Gasner (Zoom) Council Members Absent: None Staff Present: 
Darla Ward and Tim Ross Staff Absent: Brian Severns Others Present in person: Tonya Brashear, 
Candi Baer, Jim Baer, Doug Root, Sherri Wakefield, Michael Roy, Brandon Morson, Tina Morson, 
Lizzy Severns, and Clarice Anderson 

Call to Order 

Roll Call 

Regular Meeting minutes from May 10, 2021 were approved. Council Member Root               
made the motion, seconded by Council Member Brashear, carried with all favor.   

Fire Department  

Two medical calls for May.  

Water/Sewer/Public Works 

Tim Ross reported on the following: 

Mosquito spraying will take place the weeks of: June 14, June 28, July 12, July 26, & August 6 

Window was put in Pump House and he learned how to back flush system.  

Interstates gave a quote for site training of the generator.   The cost will be $1,271.26. Council 
Member Levos made the motion, seconded by Council Member Gasner, carried with all in favor.                        

Flushing of Fire Hydrants was done on June 8, 2021.  

Purchase floor scrubber & wax was tabled. 

Council Member Root made the motion to purchase drill, impact wrench, and wet floor signs 
the motion, seconded by Council Member Levos.    
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431 3rd Avenue Fire Hydrant doesn’t work. Council Member Gasner asked if Fire Department 
knows that. Two members of the fire department were notified that were in attendance at the 
meeting.  

Chlorine Pump is up and running.   

Mayor Mortensen stated that water tower going dry caught us all off guard. Air got in and was 
giving a false reading. We got the air drained off the system. Council was not informed about 
the boil water notice and didn’t know about it until the next morning. Mayor Mortensen stated 
that Brian Sevens recommended hooking up warning system to the flotation gauges.  

Jim Baer stated that 6 months ago I told you there was air in the system. There is only 25% 
water in the tower. The numbers are not making sense. Tim needs to be trained by an operator. 
Mayor Mortensen asked Mr. Baer if he would train Tim. Mr. Baer stated no because the last 
time, he did try to train in a person they didn’t listen to him.  

Citizens want a better system of notification when an emergency arises. Council Member Levos 
checked on quotes from Civic that has an app and weather alerts, which would cost $2500.  
Midwest Alarm which would cost $26,000 or $16,000 depending upon the system you get.  
Clerk Ward ask Deputy Guetter who was on Zoom if we could use the Blue Earth County Code 
Red alert system instead.  Deputy Guetter stated he would get back to Clerk Ward.  

Council Member Brashear made the motion to send Mr. Ross to training for Specialized 
Distribution and Collection Training on July 22, seconded by Council Member Levos, carried 
with all in favor.  

Crystal Valley summer fill price was tabled.  

4th Street Project – Engineer Doug Scott and James Brothers were out to look at the settlement 
in the road and is not sure what is causing it. James Brothers is planning on leaving the 
pavement they cut out and fill with gravel for a couple weeks to let traffic pound down any 
other settlement that may occur. The goal is to have it paved and put back together the week 
after July 4th. Mayor Mortensen is not happy about the seeding, so hold off on paying.  

A signed written water complaint was received on June 1.  Council stated that Tim Ross will 
take care of talking to the individual instead of a formal letter being sent to them in response 
to their complaint.  
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City Clerk/Treasurer  

Bills to be Paid 
Adams Mechanical – 2 condenser motors failed $650.  Council Member Levos made the 
motion, seconded by Council Member Brashear, carried with all in favor.  
 
Bauer’s – tire & rim for lawnmower cost $245.00 to fix.  Council Member Root, made the 
motion, seconded by Council Member Levos, carried with all in favor.   
 
Hofman Service - battery & sharpen lawn mower blades cost of $61. Council Member Brashear 
made the motion, seconded by Council Member Levos, carried with all in favor.                         
 
Julie More Bill Fire Department- Fire Chief meeting $133.33 to reimburse and the city already 
was reimbursed from the Fire Chief Association. Council Member Levos made the motion, 
seconded by Council Member Root, carried with all in favor.   
 
Batteries Plus - rechargeable battery for Public Works of $40.95. Council Member Levos made 
the motion, seconded by Council Member Brashear, carried with all in favor.  
 
Perry Mortensen Construction – $150 for gravel and hauling charge at garage, $50 for 
spreading and leveling the garage gravel, $125 hauling charge of gravel for the alleys. Clerk 
Ward stated there was no documentation turned in and no payment was made to MN Paving 
& Materials as to how much rock was put at the garage. Council Member Levos made the 
motion to pay Perry Mortensen Construction without documentation from MN Paving & 
Materials, seconded by Council Member Root, carried with all in favor.  Candi Baer questioned 
why the council approved this payment without documentation of how much the gravel 
actually cost the city from MN Paving and Materials when the last mayor was accused of using 
gravel which the city clearly had documentation last year that showed all of it was used for the 
city. Council Member Levos stated that the gravel price was cheaper that Perry Mortensen 
Construction had presented on their bill than if city actually had purchased the rock directly 
from MN Paving & Materials.  
 
Overtime was questioned by the mayor.  
 
Updated COVID 19 Preparedness Plan - Council Member Levos made the motion, seconded by 
Council Member Root, carried with all in favor. 
 
Thank you received by Ducks Unlimited to Clerk Ward, Tonya Brashear & Crew for helping 
make their fundraiser a success!   
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LJP Waste & Recycling increase by 1.2% on June 1, 2021 and will again increase on January 1, 
2022. (4.80 recycle 15.96 trash) 
 
LMC Membership Dues going up 4% ($408 now will increase 16.32)  
 
Order of Judgment Granting the Recovery Costs for 216 Main Street has went before the court 
in the amount of $5,795.47 
 
Fire Marshall was here on June 10 to walk through the whole building.  We need to purchase 
another fire extinguisher, one way lock on attic door, and have Olympic Fire Protection test the 
sprinkler system.  Council Member Levos made the motion, seconded by Council Member 
Brashear, carried with all in favor.  
 
Amanda from Department of Health will be here on August 9 to explain the next steps of the 
Well-head program. This will be a Public Informational Meeting. 
 
Clerk Ward reported that people are not getting permits and approval for Zoning & Planning 
Committee before they do the work.  Council stated that Clerk Ward should send out letters to 
those people.  If they don’t come in to get the proper approval then the Council will make a 
decision on the July 12, 2021 what the next actions will be.  
 
Reminder to get your animal licenses paid.  
 
Receipts and Disbursements – Council Member Levos made the motion to accept, seconded by 
Council Member Brashear, carried with all in favor.  
 
Old Business - 
Amendment to City Ordinance 52.53 addition section (G).  Council tabled until they have a full 
council to make a decision.   

Outdoor Storage Trailers was tabled until the Council can measure the distance the trailers are 
from residential properties.  Council will meet at 6 pm Monday, July 12, 2021 to go measure 
properties.   

Antenna Lease Agreement was tabled. The Council stated for Clerk Ward to request references 
from other cities that have worked with them before deciding on approving the lease 
agreement.   
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Public Forum  

Summerfest is still in the planning stages. 

Audience members stated that they have heard that council members have been saying they 
are going to shut down the Plaza.  Council members stated that those rumors are false.  

Candi Baer asked why were two boulevard trees moved without any motion made by the 
council in the minutes from May’s Council Meeting. She noticed they were moved immediately 
the next day after the council meeting. Also, why wasn’t she contacted about moving the trees 
since she was the one that worked many volunteer hours for the city so that the city could 
receive those trees for free. 

New Business- 

Resolution 2021-20 Relief Association Gambling Fee – Motion was made by Council Member 
Levos, seconded by Council Member Root, carried with all in favor. 
Resolution 2021-21 Relief Association Gambling Fee – Motion was made by Council Member 
Root, seconded by Council Member Levos, carried with all in favor. 
Resolution 2021-22 Relief Association Maintenance/Fire Equipment Fund – Motion was made 
by Council Member Root, seconded by Council Member Levos, carried with all in favor.  
 
Special Meeting will be held on July 7 at 7 pm. Items being discussed are Crystal Valley, 
Water/Sewer Hookups, Policies and Budget.  
 

Council Member Brashear gave motion to adjourn the meeting,  
seconded by Council Member Gasner.                              

All ayes by roll call and meeting adjourned at 9:36 pm.  
These minutes are proposed only; Final approval will be at the  

Regular City Council Meeting on July 12, 2021. 
 

Approved By: 

______________________________  ______________________________ 

Mayor, Perry Mortensen Darla Ward, City Clerk-Treasurer 

 


	Mayor, Perry Mortensen Darla Ward, City Clerk-Treasurer

