PROPOSED
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Monday, September 14, 2015

Regular Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Baer at 7:00 p.m. The meeting was held in the Council
Room at the Main Street Plaza, 1414 4th Street, Pemberton, Minnesota. Council Members present: Loren
Fette, Clarence Conner, Larry Schubbe, and Keith Brashear; Council Members Absent: None; Staff Present:
Jim Baer; Others Present: Marlys Roemhildt, Vern Roemhildt, Clarice Anderson, Darren Quiram, Michelle
Quiram, Chris Carda, Korey Van Erdewyk

Public Forum:

City Clean-Up: Mayor Baer indicated that the council had received several complaints concerning clean up. A letter
had been sent to all residents approximately two months ago advising them of possible ordinance violations. Attorney;,
Chuck Peterson commented on the ordinances and procedures involved in forcing property owners to clean up
brush, old vehicles, run-down buildings, etc. which might pose a hazard to public health. Mr. Peterson advised the
council that the following steps needed to be taken to satisfy the ordinances:

1. Someone, such as the city administrator, council members, or clerk, would need to physically inspect the
properties around town to determine which ones might be hazardous. It is advisable to take pictures, record
dates, etc. to document the condition of the property,

2. The council would meet and a formalized order, under the supervision of an attorney, would be written indicating
the nature of the violation and what needs to be done to bring this property into compliance.

3. The order would be served on the property owner. If there is a mortgage holder, they would also receive a copy of
the order;

4. Areasonable amount of time would be given for the owner to comply.

5. If they don't clean it up within that time, the order would be filed with the district court of Blue Earth County. A
motion would be made to enforce the order;

6. The property owner would have 20 days to answer. If they don't, they would be considered in default and the city
would have the right to clean it up and tack the cost onto the property taxes.

7. Ifthey do answer it, the city would end up going to district court and having a contested hearing or trial;

8. Law enforcement, i.e. the sheriff, would be responsible for enforcing any judgement made by the court.

If the property isn’t cleaned up after the initial order and the city ends up going to court, there would be a filing fee
(about $400 for each property under consideration. This includes the filing & document fee. It does not include the
cost of the lawyer). The costs incurred during any stage of this process would be born by the property owner. Doug
noted that we have reached out to some property owners and expressed the idea that the city may be interested in
purchasing a property from them. He was assured by Mr. Peterson that this is legal, that there is nothing wrong with
purchasing it. There are separate ordinances covering junk, abandoned vehicles, uncovered swimming pools, vacant
buildings, hazardous excavation, etc. but they are handled in much the same way. It all starts with the city council
sending an official notice, giving them time to respond, and ending up in court if they don't respond.

The council will make its initial inspection on Saturday, Sept. 26.

Minutes of the Last Meeting:
Regular City Council minutes from August 10, 2015 were approved with a motion from Council Member Schubbe,

seconded by Council Member Conner and carried with a unanimous vote.
Special Budget Meeting minutes from August 27 were approved with a motion from Council Member Fette, seconded
by Council Member Schubbe. Motion carried with a unanimous vote.

Fire Department:
They are still waiting to hear how much the insurance will cost for this year. A bill should be received this coming

week. A joint township/fire department meeting will be held on Sept. 29 and all council members are urged to attend.
Dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m. with the meeting to follow at 7:00.

Water/Sewer Department:
Jim informed the council that they are having trouble with the water tower this month. There is a weak burner. Rick

Ruch did some more wiring and put in another breaker. Jim said that the ponds look good. He also reported that
someone has planted trees in the right-of-way near Hoffman Circle. The council will look at it on Sept. 26.



Clerk-Ti r rt:
A motion was made by Council Member Fette, seconded by Council Member Brashear to accept the report as
written. Motion carried.

Old Business:
$400 has been paid towards the storage rental discussed in last month’s meeting. She wants to continue renting from
the city and has agreed to make regular payments.

1. A motion was made by Council Member Schubbe, seconded by Council Member Brashear to accept the
preliminary tax levy of 5%. Motion carried by unanimous vote.

2. A motion was made by Council Member Fette, seconded by Council Member Schubbe to accept the resignation
of Sanna Dokken dated Aug. 31, 2015. Motion carried. Council will meet on Sept. 23 to interview and hire a new
city clerk/treasurer. An ad has been placed in the Madison Lake paper advertising the position. Those interested
must submit their applications by Sept. 21.

3. The alley behind the 100 block of 2nd Avenue needs further work. Everything has been done but breaking up the
hard ground and seeding of an area approximately 300 feet x 20 feet.Total cost of the project is around $700. A
motion was made by Council Member Conner, seconded by Council Member Brashear to get this done.

4. Snow removal bids will be going out next month. We've received copies of the bid requests. There were no
corrections or additions. A motion was made by Council Member Brashear, seconded by Council Member Conner
to approve and to proceed with advertising for bids. Motion carried.

5. There is a tree on city property near the corner of 3rd St. and 2nd Ave. that needs to be removed. A tree service
has been contacted and will be coming out this week to look at it.

Agenda for next meeti

1. Accept snow removal bids

2. Clerk/treasurer’s position

3. Action concerning properties needing cleanup.

Council Member Fette made a motion, seconded by Council Member Schubbe to adjourn. Motion carried. Adjourned
at 7:30 p.m.

These minutes are proposed only. Final approval will be at the Regular City Council Meeting on Monday, October 12,
2015.

Approved By:

Doug Baer, Mayor Clarice Anderson, Acting Clerk



