MINUTES

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Monday, August 14th 2023
7:00 PM

The City of Pemberton Council Meeting was Called to Order and Roll Call was taken by Ken Spielman at
7:00pm. The meeting was held at Main Street Plaza, 141 4t Street, Pemberton Minnesota. Council Members
present: Ken Spielman, Jay Gasner, Kelly Levos and Calla Oftedahl. Council Members absent: Kaelyn Rahe
Present: Brittany Herrmann (City Clerk) Randy (Public works/maintenance) and Deputy Jase Guetter

A motion was made by Council Member Levos to approve council meeting minutes from July 10th 2023,
seconded by council member Oftedahl carried by all in favor.

Next on the agenda was to discuss some of the City Ordinances that have came up in the community and/or
brought to mayor’s and Deputy Jase’s attention. One being parking regulations on city streets, mayor Spielman
stated in our city ordinances parking is allowed on city streets as for a truck with a trailer hooked on it, that is
allowed as long as the trailer is hooked up to a passenger vehicle, un hooked trailers are not allowed. Another
ordinance being talked about is home occupations in residential areas, in order to have a home occupation ina
residence you would need to get a conditional use permit and be within standards, some standards are not
more then 25% of the floor space of the residence is used for this purpose, the conduct of the home
occupation shall result in no change in the outside appearance of the building, and no outside storage. Mayor
clarified with Deputy Jase who was present to see what he would like from the council, Deputy Jase mentioned
he is here to serve the community and council, if the council wants these ordinances enforceable with the
county, we can do that, meaning they would go to talk to the property owner initially and try and work with
them to resolve the violation in a reasonable timeframe. If we return at a later date and it’s not resolved then
we’d have to issue them a citation for the ordinance. Jase also stated “having the Sheriff’s department handle
the violations should be your last resort.” Council member Oftedahl suggested to the other members if
discussing the ordinance violations face to face would yield better results, “It might be smart to keep situations
like these under control by having one or two of us take lead on resolving these violations peacefully.” Council
member Levos added “I think direct communication with the residents in violation should be our first step in
resolving this.” The council agreed with Oftedahl’s sentiments and decided that she along with Mayor
Spielman would field the complaints and address accordingly. Council member Gasner expressed his
frustrations regarding the violations as “these have been issues for some time now and some of it falls on our
city codes reflecting a population of more than 2000 people. Pemberton doesn’t have that, so it might even be
time to possibly revamping or reverting some of these back to the basic codes. The Council agreed with Gasner
as Levos noted she would assist him in looking into revamping the ordinances. Lastly a comment was made by
Deputy Guetter warning the council that “If we get involved, we’re going to have to go after everyone violating
the ordinances discussed today. We can not just pick and choose who to go after, so please consider that
before making the call to the Sheriff’s department.” The council acknowledged what Guetter noted and
thanked him for coming to the meeting tonight.



Departments

o Fire- Fire chief Lau was present and mentioned fire dept. has 2 bills that need to be approved to
pay. The fire dept. had 4 fire and medical calls since last meeting. Ladder testing was completed
and 1 ladder did not pass, the old roof ladder. The fire dept. was told they have one resignation,
council confirmed this as they had a copy of the resignation from J. Jenkins, Jenkins handed over
pager to City clerk. Chief Lau wanted to let the council know the fire dept. is understaffed and
stretched thin, the last two calls only two members were present.

o Public Works- Randy mentioned flushing hydrants went well with Brian, no concerns. Jim Baer
mentioned he was helping Randy with checking water meters and went into the pumphouse and
said only 1 pump needs to be running, and there is a sign saying “emergency only” Jim said that
sign needs to be taken down, Randy agreed to take it down. Kelly asked when a fire happens in our
area, who or what needs to happen in the pump house to make sure water is filling up the tower.
Jim said you need to turn pump from auto to manual to get the water flowing more. A few people
on the fire dept. should know how to do this, if not Brian should train them. Lastly Randy asked
about the city truck, if he would take it home and load all his tools and stuff, he needs so he is not
running back and forth, the council approved him of keeping the truck at his place and to keep a
milage log.

o Clerk/Treasurer — City Clerk asked for approval for payments Levos made a motion to approve
payments, seconded by council member Gasner, carried by all in favor. Next on city clerks report
was talking about the snow plowing contract/bids. The council looked over last year’s langrage on
what we were looking for. Mayor mentioned thinking about a longer contract 1-3 years, the council
liked that idea and agreed to accepting bids up to a 3-year contract at hourly rate running contract
would be from October to April. Council member Oftedahl mentioned talking about the placement
of snow and have the contractor move snow if reached so many feet in areas, and about the
sidewalks at the main street plaza. The council talked over these items of concern and came to
agreement to have removal of snow in areas that exceed 3 feet and the contactor be responsible
for finding a place to put the snow. Also, to have the contract remove snow on sidewalks at the
main street plaza but to bill separately. Approval to post for bids in Janesville paper to accept final
bid at October 16" council meeting.

Old Business- No report

Public Forum- Resident Korey asked for an updated regarding the grass application done by the city’s
previous engineer. Mayor Spielman informed him that the “issue is difficult to enforce in many communities
because state guidelines note that if 70% of the original application, they believe they satisfied the
requirements and it’s tough for us to fight that.” The resident was in disbelief and asked if the city was willing
to do anything to assist him and the council vowed to get quotes for sod applications with their new
engineering firm. They informed the resident that an application would not happen until next April and the
resident understood.

New Business- Resolution No. 2023-21- Acknowledging the donation from American Legion 10%Gambling fee
in amount of $264.00 for May 2023. Motion was made by council member Gasner to approve, seconded by
council member Oftedahl, carried by all in favor.

Resolution No. 2023-22-Acknowledging the donation from American Legion 10%Gambling fee in amount of
$942.00 for June 2023. Motion was made by council member Gasner to approve, seconded by council



member Oftedahl, carried by all in favor.

Resolution No. 2023-23- Authorizing the American Legion Post No. 475-G to conduct gambling at Jamie's Pub
in Pemberton. Motion was made by council member Gasner to approve, seconded by council member
Oftedahl, carried by all in favor.

Other Business- No other business

Council Member Gasner gave motion to adjourn the meeting.
Council Member Levos seconded.
All ayes and meeting adjourned at 8:14pm

These minutes are proposed only; Final approval will be at the
Regular City Council Meeting on September 11th 2023

Approved By:

Ken Spielman, Mayor Brittany HerZann City Clerk




