
 

 

PROPOSED 

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 

September 27, 2018 

 

Special Meeting was called to order by Mayor Baer at 7 p.m. The meeting was held in the Council 

Chambers at Main Street Plaza, 141 4th Street, Pemberton, Minnesota. Council Member present: 

Council Member Keith Brashear, Council Member Jack Hansen, and Council Member Jennifer Jenkins 

Absent Council Members: Council Member Kate Walters, Staff Present: City Clerk/Treasurer Darla 

Ward Staff Absent: Jim Baer and Brian Severns Others Present: Kelly & Andrew Levos, Chuck & 

Amber Harty and Hattie Jenkins 

 

Call to Order 7 p.m. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Bar Owners Kelly & Andrew Levos, Amber & Chuck Harty wanted to have a Special Meeting to 

discuss Liquor service during events at Main Street Plaza. 

 

Mayor Baer stated we need to look at how we can generate income for the City.  Mayor Baer talked to 

a number of former renters at the Plaza. These were some of the comments/concerns: 

• Person on site to answer questions during the evening 

• Men’s bathroom urinals need to be on an automatic flush 

• Renters willing to pay higher price for rentals such as $700-$750   

• Glass/Pitchers were left on tables from bar personnel 

• Drinks are cheap 

• Nice place 

 

City Clerk was asked to research what was the agreement from May 2009 and December 2010 that 

previous owner of Jamie’s Pub agreed to pay the City 25% of Net Sales.  

 

Mayor Baer stated we would like to keep the money local.  Amber Harty questioned if you restricted 

bar service if rentals would go down. Kelly Levos questioned if it would be for all events at the Plaza 

as she saw there was quite a few events in December.  Clerk Ward stated December are all family 

events. Clerk Ward showed spreadsheet of events at Plaza that serviced liquor in 2018 (5 Backyard Bar 

& Grill and 6 Jamie’s Pub, 1 Mankato, 1 brought in own).  Kelly Levos asked about Graduation Parties. 

Clerk Ward stated maybe once every 3 years someone has a keg.  

 

Amber Harty stated she is totally against giving a percentage to the city as it is nobody business what 

they make. 

 

Council Member Hansen stated to keep it open.  He stated he would to see a bar pay a flat rate to come 

in.  

 

Kelly Levos stated she is willing to work with the City.  The numbers that you think your going to get 

are not matching up and that is her concern. It should not be the bar responsibility to fill in the gap 

coming from just two business in town. 

 



 

 

Mayor Baer stated that is not what we are suggesting we are trying to get a little bit here and little bit 

from other places.  The bars are just one of the many factors.  

 

Mayor Baer state for 2019 the City is cut from State Funding of $6000 for roads and it costs $15,000 to 

keep our streets up. Our biggest expense will be 4th Street maybe we don’t take it from the general 

budget but do special assessment to the property owners.  That would mean special assessing $6500-

8500 per lot. 

 

Kelly Levos asked the council if you raising rates are you also going to collect on caters and DJ’s a fee.  

If you charge us then you need to charge the caterers and DJ’s.  

 

Mayor Baer stated when outside bars come in like the last one they brought in all their own equipment 

such as a kegerator and everything was on ice so none of the Plaza equipment was used.  

 

Kelly Levos mentioned in the proposal about the bar and city agree to price of drinks. Mayor Baer 

stated because we had a problem in years past where a bar charges an outrageous price and people 

complained to the Plaza and said they were not going to rent from the Plaza anymore and the city had 

no say in what the drinks were being sold for.  

 

Kelly Levos stated Mankato imposes a local sales tax so can we do that so that everyone coming into 

Pemberton pays. 

 

Council Member Hansen stated that we have businesses that use the kitchen and they are charge $60 

per day so I think the bars should pay the same flat fee rate of $60 per event.  You probably are 

charging a set up bar fee to the renters for the ice and cups etc at the Plaza for coming up here and 

setting up so you are also making money that way. 

 

Amber & Chuck Harty stated another alternative is for the City of Pemberton to get their own liquor 

license and insurance. 

 

Clerk Ward asked if the bar owners had any problem of the requirement for dress code would be white 

shirt and black pants or polo shirts with bar logo on it.   Amber Harty stated yes. If her employees are 

wearing a nice shirt she doesn’t think it looks bad. No everyone comes to a wedding dressed up. City 

Ward stated she was to two weddings last month one the bar service people were wearing all matching 

polo shirts and the other wedding the bar service was wearing just t-shirts.  It looked very 

unprofessional.  Bar owners stated they would ask the rental parties how dressed up they should be.  

 

Andrew Levos stated he doesn’t see a problem with cleaning up the bar area or taking glasses or 

pitchers off tables if we are here yes clean off tables as time permits but if the evening is winding down 

the renters are clearing tables we will just pack up too. Chuck Harty asked if rentals have to clean up 

after themselves. Clerk Ward stated yes but rentals have also told her that bar service has used pitchers 

and put them in the kitchen and the renters had no idea where the pitchers where suppose to go.   

 

Chuck Harty stated that Amber, Kelly & Andrew Levos will meet together and get back to the council 

and what they would offer before October 8, 2018 council meeting.  

 

Budget items were discussed.  Besides the attorney fees being high the biggest expense will be our 

streets. Do we change 4th Street to gravel or make it 9-10-ton road.  When we redo the road do you put 



new water main lines as the current ones have been there 65 years it would cost $60,000. Township 

said it is not their problem as they don’t have the equipment to take care of it.  

Cold patch work by Bornke in town for $1000.  Council Member Hansen made the motion, seconded 

by Council Member Brashear, carried with all in favor.  

We could cut back and only do the outside of the water tower and watch how much we are spending 

with Attorney’s.  

Council Member Hansen & Brashear still need to talk to employees. 

Resolution 2018-30 Increase Plaza Rentals Council Member Brashear made the motion, seconded by 

Council Member Jenkins, carried with all in attendance.  

Council Member Hansen made the motion to adjoin, seconded by 

Council Member Brashear 

All ayes and meeting adjourned at 8:31 p.m. 

These minutes are proposed only; Final approval will be at 

the Regular City Council Meeting on October 8, 2018 

Approved By: 

__________________________ __________________________ 

Mayor, Douglas Baer  City Clerk Treasurer, Darla Ward 


